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Abstract

The Poetry of Ibnul-Kattaniyy: Collection, Documentation and Studying
Prepared by
Lubna Ismail Dawud Natsheh
Supervisor
Prof. Dr. Hasan M uhammad Abdul-Hadi Sarahnah

This thesis has studied and analyzed one of the Ayyubid poets. Yusuf Ibn
Sulaiman Ibn Saleh Ibn Rahij, known as Ibnul-Kattaniyy, who was born in
As-Salamcity in Iraq in 535 AH.

This study is divided into two parts, preceded by a boot on the poet's life and
his time. In the first part, which consists of two chapters, the researcher
studied the poetry of lbnul-Kattaniyy. In the first chapter, she tackled the
topics of his poetry, whereas, in the second chapter, she studied the technical
characteristics of his poetry. Moreover, in the second part, the researcher
collected the poetry of Ibnul-Kattaniyy from ancient sources and
documented them. Finally, the researcher ends the study with a conclusion
which summarizes the most important results she has found oui.

It is worth mentioning that historical or literary sources have not provided
any information about the personality of the poet, nor the details of his
private life. However, his poetry may reveal some features of his character.
The researcher has introduced the poet's biography and talked about his
name, lineage, surname, title and birth. The poet lived and grew up in the
city of Baghdad, which he mentioned in his poetry and expressed his
attachment to it. Moreover, it seems that the poet's life in Baghdad was not
stable, and he suffered from poverty and deprivation. Therefore, he had to
leave his hometown of Baghdad. He moved between Egypt and the Levant,
contacting rulers and praising them. It is obvious then that Ibnul-Kattaniyy
went to Egypt and the Levant, requesting the donations of their kings and
ministers.

While sources have not mentioned the date of his death, the poetry of Ibnul-
Kattaniyy indicated this. The researcher tried to find out the poet's date of
birth through his poetry. She said that the poet might have died between the
618 and 629 AH.

Ibnul-K attaniyy composed his poetry for traditional purposes. It is probable
that praise was one of the purposes he mastered, and therefore, it was in the
first place. It formed a large portion of his poetry, which he devoted to
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praising the senior men of the Ayyubid State, including kings, princes,
ministers, judges and notables. He excelled in praising their good morals and
gualities. Therefore, earning his living was the main am of composing
praise poems.

Other purposes of Ibnul-Kattaniyy's, such as love, wine, description,
brotherhoods, nostalgia and longing were mixed among them. The poet
possessed the good features of all poetry purposes he composed. His love
poetry, with which he introduced his poems, pictured him being charmed by
beauty. He would sometimes court the Arab or Turkish woman, and other
times courting lads. Moreover, the meanings of most of Ibnul-Kattaniyy's
poetry purposes were traditional, but they would sometimes be creative,
revealing high capacity, which he mastered in composing poetry. He did not
come out of the ordinary meanings of praise, love and wine in Arabic
pOEtry.

Ibnul-Kattaniyy maintained the authentic image of Arabic poetry, whether in
the composition of the poem, its conceit, language or style. In praise, he used
eloquent and solemn styles, whereas he used tender and easy styles in other
purposes, such as love, wine, description and brotherhoods. Furthermore,
Ibnul-Kattaniyy composed poetry in most of its meters, with various rhythms
and appropriate music, which was congruent with its utterances and
emotions.

Above all, the poet's culture had a great influence on artistic variety, which
was obvious in calling for religion and literature. This took various forms in
his poetry, derived from his observations and environment. Besides, he
diversified in composing the poetic image, depending on sensory, mental and
suggestive images.

The number of Ibnul-Kattaniyy's poems and strophes, which the researcher
was able to collect, was about ninety-seven, with a total of eight-hundred and
twenty-three lines.

Finally, this study has revealed one of the Ayyubid poets who had a great
sense of his own environment and era.
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